
A Bi–Monthly Newsletter For Volunteers By Volunteers 

Hello Everyone!  

Welcome to the July-August issue of Connections! While we don’t have all of 

our programs back yet, the Garden Volunteer Group is hard at work. We’ll 

give you an update on how that’s going and the COVID-19 Washoe County 

Park impact on page 2. 

Thanks to a May Arboretum Society grant, Denise Evans has rolled out an 

exciting new volunteer support program called Volgistics. It’s designed to be 

a one stop Volunteer Portal where you can schedule and sign in for your 

project, and also check out Arboretum Updates. Denise goes into detail about 

it on page 3.  

Bill covers some more of the 2019 Arboretum hardscape improvements on 

page 4 and we share a few more social distancing activity ideas for the 

summer on page 5. 

We look forward to seeing you around the Arboretum, even if you aren’t 

gardening! It’s the perfect place to recharge the batteries and destress during 

these challenging times. 

             Bev Treadway, Editor       

             lingonberrylilacs@gmail.com                                                                       
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 CONNECTING PEOPLE TO NATURE 

                                        The Volunteers Are Back! 

                                 Pat and Becky pruning the path to Burke’s Garden 

https://www.washoecounty.us/parks/maycenterhome/arboretum/index.php
https://www.washoecounty.us/parks/maycenterhome/arboretum/index.php
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      Volunteer’s Corner 

 

                                                       By Denise Evans 

While this update isn’t strictly Arboretum related, I thought you still might like an update on park opera-

tions as a whole. You can always view the latest updates on the Washoe County Parks home page 

www.washoecountyparks.com.  

Park visitors must continue to maintain at least 6 feet of social distancing per person for non-

household members at all times.  

Per Emergency Directive 024, park users must wear a face covering when entering the restroom or 

entering any indoor park facility. 

Playgrounds and park offices remain closed, however many park amenities such as tennis courts 

have opened. 

All reservable buildings, picnic pavilions, group campsites, and Arboretum gardens are available 

for private reservation only with capacity restrictions.  

Most facilities have reopened with modifications including the Davis Creek Campground, May Muse-

um, and Regional Shooting Facility.  

This information is effective through Phase 2 and can change at any time as we receive additional direc-

tives from the Governor. Washoe County Parks works closely with the City of Reno and City of Sparks so 

that our park operations are consistent across the county. For additional COVID-19 information affecting 

our region, visit these websites: 

Modified hours and services for all County departments:  

https://www.washoecounty.us/reduced-operations.php 

 

The City of Reno/City of Sparks/Washoe County Regional Information Center:  
https://covid19washoe.com/ 

  

                     COVID-19  Impact Updates on Washoe County Parks  

         Social Distancing - Volunteering in the Gardens 

On June 2, 2020, volunteer gardening tasks were restarted at the Arboretum. There has been a great re-

sponse! If you are interested in joining the fun, check out the Volgistics Volunteer  Portal. After logging in, 

click on the “My Schedule” tab. You will see a calendar with a “Help Wanted” sign on the available date. 

Click on the date you want, and it will bring up a selection of  projects and descriptions. Click on the 

“Schedule Me” button to sign up for that task.    https://www.volgistics.com/ex2/vicnet.dll/?from=480484 

Please email Denise Evans if you need assistance logging into the Portal, or if you have any questions.        

devans@washoecounty.us    

                                                        

Due to COVID-19 guidelines, there are temporary precautions in place, along with Social Distancing proto-

cols. These have been recently updated.  

 Please bring your own tools and gloves, whenever possible. 

 Masks are required when using the restroom facilities, and when you interact in close proximity to oth-
ers.  Masks are not required to be worn during active gardening, but please keep them handy. 

 Also please bring along hand sanitizer and your own water bottle. Even in the mornings it can get pretty 
warm. 

 The Arboretum Offices are closed, but the restrooms are open at the Visitor’s Center. 

 

                                                                 By Bev Treadway 

http://www.washoecountyparks.com
https://www.washoecounty.us/reduced-operations.php
https://covid19washoe.com/
https://www.volgistics.com/ex2/vicnet.dll/?from=480484
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                  Volunteer’s Corner 
         Introducing the new Arboretum Volunteer Portal! 

                                                                                             By Denise Evans 

Thanks to a generous donation from the May Arboretum Society to support volunteer efforts, Washoe County was 

able to purchase a monthly subscription to Volgistics, an online volunteer management system. Many other Arbore-

tums also utilize this system including the Morton Arboretum, UC Santa Cruz Arboretum, and Dallas Arboretum and 

Botanical Garden. 

By logging into the volunteer portal, you can: 

UPDATE YOUR PROFILE INFORMATION: make changes to your contact info, opt in to text messages, and even 

add a picture so I can see your smiling face!  

READ NEWS UPDATES: find out about garden conditions, upcoming appreciation events, etc. 

SIGN UP FOR A VOLUNTEER ASSIGNMENT: find out what projects need to be done and sign up to give us a 

heads up that you are coming. You can also see who else has signed up to meet up with friends. I expect 

this feature to be especially helpful for future field trip and event volunteering.  

RECORD VOLUNTEER TIME: Choose a category and enter time for Gardening, Education, or May Arboretum 

Society related volunteering. This is super convenient when volunteering away from the office (I’m talking 

to you MAS volunteers!). You can also easily view a running total of your volunteer hours. 

I still have a lot to do on the back end, including entering several years of past volunteer time into the system, so it 

is still a work in progress. However, we hope this system will take our volunteer program to the next professional 

level, and it will make report running easier and more accurate.  

This may seem silly to say but I also want to reiterate that this online system is not designed to replace human inter-

action. We still want to see you and talk to you! Maybe from a safe 6 foot distance right now, but you know what I 

mean. The intention is to make your volunteer experience a little easier so please share any feedback you have 

with me. I am the “man behind the curtain” so to speak running the portal, so I am here to help you and answer 

questions. I may not always be in my Rancho office, but I am always just an email away!  

Information for logging in: 

Please bookmark this site for easy access: https://www.volgistics.com/ex2/vicnet.dll/?from=480484. This site 

is our personal volunteer portal. Logging on from the Volgistics website is only for administrators like me 

and won’t get you where you need to be. 

You can also access the site from the “Volunteer Portal” button in the Volunteer section of the Arboretum’s 

webpage found on MayCenter.com: https://www.washoecounty.us/parks/maycenterhome/arboretum/

get_involved/volunteer/index.php.  

Susan and Tonia are enthusiastically tackling the Lear and Santini Gardens at the northwest end of the slope. 

   

https://www.volgistics.com/ex2/vicnet.dll/?from=480484
https://www.washoecounty.us/parks/maycenterhome/arboretum/get_involved/volunteer/index.php
https://www.washoecounty.us/parks/maycenterhome/arboretum/get_involved/volunteer/index.php
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By Bill Carlos 

This past fall, Washoe County funded the removal and replacement of the asphalt walkway in Kleiner 

Grove. The path had been deteriorating over the past 20 years. This was a big project which required 

partial closure of the Arboretum for approximately a week. Due to the scale of the project, it required 

careful planning by Arboretum staff.  Because of the size and the amount of equipment that was planned 

for this project, the front gates had to be temporarily removed. The irrigation was shut off for two weeks 

and several trees with low branches had to be pruned prior to beginning the construction. As well, irriga-

tion heads had to be moved to allow equipment to lay the asphalt. Afterwards, any damaged turf areas 

were replaced or reseeded. With the project completed and the Arboretum completely open, the grove 

not only looks nice but also  has improved aesthetics. The path now has a smooth walking surface.  In ad-

dition, there are several “cut-outs,” or small landings, intended for visitor to step off the path for view-

ing.  Thanks to Washoe County and Community Services Department, the Kleiner Oak Grove has a fresh 

and new look.   

 

   Kleiner Oak Grove during the pathway repair. A new cut-out area can be seen in the photo on the right. 

         Kleiner Oak Grove pathway after resurfacing. It’s a much smoother and safer walk way! Thank you Washoe County! 

Wilbur D May Arboretum Upgrades  
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                          Social Distancing Family Fun 
                                                               By Bev Treadway 

 Watch some Arboretum Videos. 

Check out the May Center’s Facebook page! Nichole Tracey continues to add inspirational videos about the 

goings on at the Arboretum.  These videos are short but filled with great information about the various flora and 

fauna in the park.  

https://www.facebook.com/WilburMayCenter/videos/  

Start a Nature Journal. 

Nature Journaling is a fun and flexible hobby; just perfect for social distancing! It’s easy to start, and you can 

design your journal to suit your interests. All you need is a notebook and a pencil and you can express yourself 

in a multitude of ways. Are you a facts and figures person? Focus on that. Log the date, the temp, GPS coordi-

nates, and write down what you observe. Do you like to write stories? Then create a fairytale about your sur-

roundings. Are you a budding artist? Fill your pages with sketches and add color, paint, and embellishments. 

Take a photograph and add it to your book. Whatever way you choose to journal, you will experience nature in 

a more intentional way. Here is a link to get you started. 

https://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Nature-Journal  

Volunteer for a Group Gardening Project 

You can volunteer for one of these and still social distance!  The group projects usually cover a large area so 

you have space between parties. Below are pictures taken by Linda Enteles of the volunteers weeding the 

area along the Evans Creek wetlands that the Arboretum has been rehabilitating. This is a continua-

tion of last fall’s project with the county's Natural Resource Planner to remove the Teasel and to plant 

native species. Denise emails notifications about upcoming group projects or you can find them at 

your Volgistics Portal.    https://www.volgistics.com/ex2/vicnet.dll/?from=480484 

Please feel free to share your Arbo-

retum photos. We will gladly post 

them in the newsletter. 

Thank you to Linda Enteles for  

these great pictures of the Arbore-

tum Volunteer gardeners in action 

at the Evans Creek wetlands. 

https://www.facebook.com/WilburMayCenter/videos/
https://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Nature-Journal
https://www.volgistics.com/ex2/vicnet.dll/?from=480484
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                      Artown Events At the May Center! 

America the Beautiful! Artown Exhibition at the May Museum 

Reno is Artown! Celebrate the reopening of the 

May Museum and ARTOWN with a new exhibition 

of oil paintings, acrylic, water media, pastels, and 

mixed media works from the Latimer Art Club. 

America the Beautiful! features a variety of art in-

spired by the famous song that begins: “Oh beauti-

ful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain…” 

Admission is free and all art pieces are available 

for purchase. The Latimer Art Club was established 

in 1921 by students and admirers of the artist and 

teacher, Lorenzo P. Latimer. For more information 

visit www.latimerartclub.com. 

For more information on Artown, visit https://

artown.org/. 

COVID-19 Mitigation Information: 

Reduced capacity and restricted access is in place. 

Masks are required and provided for free. Hand 

sanitizer stations are available.  

 May Arboretum Society Presents the 6th Annual Lavender Day On July 11th! 

Attend the original Northern Nevada Lavender 

Day - Free Admission - Open to the Public 

 

Throughout the morning there will be demon-

strations on harvesting, infusing and cooking 

with lavender in addition to other lavender mini-

presentations under the Red Tent. 

Nine different varieties of lavender plants perfect 

for growing in our area will be for sale. Master 

Gardeners will be available to answer your lav-

ender planting and transplanting questions. 

Learn how to make your own lavender wand. 

 

Visit with our local exhibitors and purchase lav-

ender wreaths and sprays, essential oil, bath and 

body products, honey, jams, and jelly all made 

or infused with lavender. 

 

Shop with local artists - purple and specialty face 

masks, as well as jewelry, mosaics and garden 

art, garden markers, fairy garden accessories, 

and more. 

 

LIVE MUSIC! 

COVID-19 Mitigation Information 

Because we care about you, our guest, we ask that you... 

1. Wear a mask or similar face covering while visiting our 

event. For those that may arrive without a mask, we will 

have a disposable mask available for you. 

2. Practice social distancing - standing at least six feet 

apart. 

3. Use the hand sanitation stations frequently. 

4. Be patient with the vendors as they serve each of our 

guests. 

http://www.latimerartclub.com/
https://artown.org/
https://artown.org/


 July 1-31  America the 

Beautiful Art Exhibition at the 

May Museum  

 July 4 Happy  4th of July! 

 July 11, Lavender Day in the 

Labyrinth  Garden 9AM - 1PM 

 July 15, 22, and 29 Summer 

Music Series at Lazy 5 Park. 

Check this link for details. 

https://www.washoecounty.us/

parks/parks_and_trails/

calendar.php  
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July 2020 

SUN MO TU WE TH FR SA

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

August 2020 

SU MO TU WE TH FR SAT 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

                     Activity Dates To Look Forward To! 

  It’s SUMMER! Not sure what to 

do during these lazy days of 

August? Check out some fun 

activities and links on page 6 

that you can do while social 

distancing with the kiddos! 

 August 5,12,19, and 26, 

Summer Music Series at the 

Lazy 5 Park. Check out the 

above link for details. 

Concerts subject to 

cancellation. 

https://www.washoecounty.us/parks/parks_and_trails/calendar.php
https://www.washoecounty.us/parks/parks_and_trails/calendar.php
https://www.washoecounty.us/parks/parks_and_trails/calendar.php


                              Page 8 

CONNECTIONS  

             Interesting Spots to Check Out 

                                   By Bev Treadway 

While there is an amazing amount of garden displays 

inside the Arboretum, there is an equally splendid 

garden area just outside the Arboretum office front door.  

During our non-pandemic times, these blossoms were a 

bit of a blur. I would hurry past them to get to the office 

for a meeting, or to the Ranch House for a class, or to get 

to Kleiner’s Grove for the welcome shade of the huge oak 

trees. 

But now, while everything is shut down, these mini 

gardens call to me. They are a buzz with their own set of 

pollinators and changing colors. They remind me to slow 

down.  They tell me in their own quiet voice, that the 

Arboretum is full of little hidden surprises, if you stop and 

look. 

I’m thankful that someone, at sometime in the park’s 

design, decided that the Arboretum staff and volunteers 

needed a bit of prettiness too. 

Entering the Wilbur D. May Arboretum & Botanical Garden, you can sense that there is something 

special here.  With a diverse plant community, beautiful garden layouts, and foliage changing with 

the seasons, it really is the jewel of Reno, Nevada!  We have opportunities for all ages to explore, 

learn, celebrate, and get involved. Take a look around and see what peaks your interests.  Your next 

outdoor adventure awaits at the Wilbur D. May Arboretum & Botanical Garden! 

1595 N. Sierra Street, Reno Nevada 89503     775-785-4153                              

 

The view from the Arboretum Office front porch. Top photo and bottom left is mock orange, Philadelphus spp., and the 

right bottom photo rose is Rosa “Gingersnap”.                     

                                             The Arboretum Office Front Gardens 

https://www.washoecounty.us/parks/maycenterhome/arboretum/index.php
https://www.facebook.com/WilburMayCenter/

